Barmouth Quarry  OS 616156
This old slate quarry is in the town of Barmouth and was explored and developed by a team of climbers in 1980s including John Sumner and John Codling . It was then thought inaccessible for 30 years due to a misconception over land ownership . Now thanks to the efforts of  the BMC this has been cleared up and it is now apparent that the land is National trust land . A footpath from the town runs along the base of the quarry and up the hillside beyond it . The walls rise to over 50 meters in places but the upper third or so of much of the quarry is loose rock and best avoided . To this end local activists have placed belay bolts at the point where the good rock ends giving routes up to 30 meters high and avoiding the dangers of having to exit the routes on unstable rock . In addition to the 1980s routes some sport routes have also appeared in 2012  and 2013 which add a further dimension to this roadside attraction .

Some interesting bouldering problems have been added to the large rocks below the central face ( see the Barmouth bouldering guide )

There is a bird restriction from 1st March until the 30th June mainly due to a pair of choughs which nest here  but also due to the large number of seabirds such as kittiwakes which breed on the steep walls in the spring .

Like all quarries climbing here is strictly for the very experienced rockclimber and it is not a good venue for novices and top-roping . Care must be taken at all times with the rock and with the fixed gear .
The left side of the quarry has a deep step to a recess where the first routes are . Next right is a good slab bounded by a right hand corner then a slightly broken face . This has a left facing white wall at its right side . The orange slab on the right is capped by an overlap above which are 3 good slab routes . Finally the left facing orange wall has one bolt route and three traditional lines .
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1. **How to Read the Air    22 meters 
6b+


               Jan2012
Up the clean, blank-looking wall left of the groove through the overlap to the BB.

T.Taylor, 
2.*Vapour Phase   22meter 6b





27.12.1980

The excellent open groove , now bolted to give a well protected line to the BB
J.Sumner, M.Tolley.
3.**Fractured Mind  14 meters 7c




16.2.2013
A fierce pull off the ground leads to a continuing struggle up the clean wall to BB

M.Allday 

4.*The the 30 year storm  14 meters 6b+



Jan 2012
The clean arête with some difficulties high up . Finish at the BB

T.Taylor, G.Morgan, J.Codling.
5. *The Poisoned Dwarf Direct 22 meters  E3 5c


1980/2012

This takes the wall right of the arête past an old peg . The original line then moved back left to the arête but the direct continues straight up through the overlap and onto the white slab above to the shared BB with Southfork .

A.Grondowski 1980, M.Allday , M.Beecham 28.1.2012 direct line to the top 
6. *Southfork  22meters  E1 5b 





1.1.1981

Starts just left of the wide crack and heads for a thin slanting crack up and left.Once past this continue direct to the BB

A.Grondowski, J.Sumner 
7. *King of the Wild Frontier  22 meters VS 4c



1971
The wide crack is followed direct to the BB

A.Hughes , H.Boswell 
8. *Tennessee Militia  22 meters E2 5c




16.1.2012

Start behind the boulder just left of the corner and make hard and unprotected moves through the initial wall to the sloping slab . Take the very thin crack directly above which then eases to the BB

P.Stevens .

9.*Broken Arrow  22 meters  HVS 5a 




28.3.1981

The big corner is taken until it is possible to step left to the BB

J.Codling, T.Bristlin

10. Davy Crockett  22 meters  VS 4b




27.12.1980
Next right is a thin black wall with an arête seperating it  from the big broken slab next right . Start at the left side of the big slab on the right edge of  the arête. Climb up to an overlap then step right to pull up via a crack . At the top of the crack continue until possible to stroll easily rightwards to the BB

J.Sumner , M.Tolley
11. It’s Looking Good Houston  22 meters  VS 4b


20.4.1981
The obvious crackline next right is followed past a bulge at 6 meters . Continue direct to the BB.

J.Sumner, M.Cameron, Jill Sumner 
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12 Concubine Fever 12 meters 6b




21.7.2012

Starts left of the corner and goes direct to the slim overlap . Pass this with some interest to the BB.

T.Taylor

13. Ethical Cruise 22 meters E2 5c




28.3.1981

The corner groove next right is somewhat scruffy but would clean up to be a good line . Follow the groove until forced out left above the BB of Concubine Fever and continue up leftwards onto the easing slab and BB.

J.Codling , T.Bristlin
14. ***Hollywood Playboy 12 meters 7c+/8a 



Oct 2012

The lovely clean white wall on perfect rock is sustained on crimps with the crux near the top . BB

M.Allday

15. *Columbia 25 meters  6a





10.5.1981

Now straightened out and a bit harder  than the original . .Follow the leftwards rising line of bolts over to the left edge of the big orange slab then continue direct to the BB
J.Codling, D.Astbury
The next three routes take the hanging slab above the overlap and share the same start .
16.*Djinn Palace 27 meters  6a 





7.2.2012

Start on the broken pillar directly below the centre of the hanging slab.Go left at the top of the pillar and follow the line of bolts out left to where the line straightens up to the BB
T.Taylor

17. *The Floater  27 meters  V+





14.2.1981

Take the pillar as above and pull directly onto the slab which is followed up its centre . Bolts may feel a  bit spaced but holds are plentiful .

J.Codling, T.Bristlin ( the original start followed the ramp line across the orange slab from Columbia then through the overlap)

18.*Djinn and Orange  27 meters 6a+




7.2.2012

Up the pillar to the recess below the slab. Either belay here or carry on and  pull through the right side of the overlap. Some tricky moves allow the slab to be gained after which finish directly up to the BB.

T.Taylor

Another route called Slipscream  originally went direct to the overlap and pulled through its left side . The left side has since fallen down.
The final left facing orange slab has 4 routes .
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19.**Chough Justice  30 meters  6b+




29.2.2012
A fine long line following the left side of the orange slab to the BB. Sustained and intricate .

T.Taylor ( the last day before the seasonal bird restriction ) 

20.Total Perspective Vortex 30 meters  E1 5b



7.6.1981

This takes the central groove past three quarryman spikes  to the shared BB.

J.Sumner 

21.Zeus Direct  35 meters  E3 5c 




28.1.2012

Start directly under the large flake on the right and make thin and bold moves up through the concrete type rock to gain the crack which is followed as for Zeus

M.Allday 

22.* Zeus  35 meters  E4 5c 





28.1.2012

The wall on the far right of the quarry holds the line of Zeus. Start down and right below  the large flake and climb boldly up the first 12meters with no runners and a few loose bits of rock. Enter the diagonal crack and continue up this until the large flake is gained where you can rest before continuing. Follow the next diagonal crack to increasingly difficult moves then make your way through the crux and finish directly up more  easily. Belays on the top ledge .

M.Allday .

